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Falkirk Council 

Non-Domestic Rates Empty Relief Policy


1. Scope  
Falkirk Council, as all other Local Authorities in Scotland, is required to develop a policy on the charging and reliefs available to empty subjects within the Non-Domestic Rating system.
This policy will be effective from 1st April 2025 and replaces the previous policy approved, which was effective from 1st April 2023.

2. Definition
Empty subjects are defined as those subjects that have been included in the Valuation Roll, by the Assessors for Central Scotland, which are not currently occupied.
For the purposes of the determination of empty relief, a subject is considered empty if all moveable items have been cleared from it.  
The only exception to this may relate to premises that were previously used for industrial purposes and had no retail element, where stationary plant and machinery may need to remain in place. 
Subjects being refurbished are considered empty. If the subject is being used for storage, and contents insurance is in place, Small Business Bonus Scheme relief should be claimed, where the subject has qualifying rateable value.

3. Extent to which relief can be awarded for subjects completely unoccupied.
The following relief will be awarded, where relevant conditions are met, normally following an application made by ratepayer, or their agent.
 	Relief to be awarded – Time Limited 
	Empty subject - 50% relief for the first three months after becoming unoccupied and awarded 5% thereafter until occupied.
	50% relief for 3 months from the date of last occupation

	Land empty of buildings - 100% relief for the first three months after becoming unoccupied and awarded 5% thereafter until occupied.
	100% relief for 3 months from the date of last occupation

	Unoccupied premises that were previously used for industrial purposes and had no retail element (for example warehouses and workshops) - 100% relief for the first six months after becoming unoccupied and awarded 5% thereafter until occupied.
	100% relief for 6 months from the date of last occupation

	Listed Buildings or subject to a preservation order - 100% relief for the first six months after becoming unoccupied and awarded 5% thereafter until occupied:
The rateable subjects are: 
a) Subject of a building preservation notice/s as defined by Section 56 of the town and Country Planning (Scotland) act 1972 (a) or included in a list compiled under Section a of that Act; or
b) Included in the Schedule of Monuments compiled under Section 11 of the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act
	100% relief for 6 months from the date of last occupation

	Unoccupied subjects where the liable party is in administration or subject to a winding up order - 100% relief for the first six months after becoming unoccupied and awarded 5% thereafter until occupied.
	100% relief for 6 months from the date of last occupation

	Empty subject which is owned by a trustee for sequestration, liquidation, or executors.  The person entitled to possession of the lands and heritages is so entitled by virtue only of being: -
a) The trustee under a trust deed for creditors; or
b) The trustee under an award of sequestration; or
c) The executor of the estate of a deceased person
100% relief for the first six months after becoming unoccupied and awarded 5% thereafter until occupied.
	100% relief for 6 months from the date of last occupation

	Empty subject where the owner is a company or partnership being wound up under the Insolvency Act.
a) The person entitled to possession of the lands and heritages is so entitled in his capacity as liquidator by virtue of an order made under Section 112 or Section 145 of the Insolvency Act 1986 (d); or

b) The owner of the lands and heritages is a company which is subject to a 	winding-up order made under the Insolvency Act 1986, or which is being wound up voluntarily under that Act. 

100% relief for the first six months after becoming unoccupied and awarded 5% thereafter until occupied.
	100% relief for 6 months from the date of last occupation

	Empty subject where the rateable value is under £1,700 - 100% relief for the first six months after becoming unoccupied and awarded 5% thereafter until occupied.
	100% relief for 6 months from the date of last occupation

	[bookmark: _Hlk178672103]Newly purchased subject that has been unoccupied for more than 12 months and can evidence you are undertaking major refurbishment/work in order to bring it back into use - 50% relief from the date of purchase for a period of up to six months and 5% awarded thereafter until occupied.
	50% relief for 6 months from the date of purchase





Important notes:
· Applications for unoccupied relief should be made to us at the time that a subject becomes unoccupied, to allow for any inspection of the subject to be carried out.

· Applications for time limited unoccupied relief that are received after the period of relief (three or six months) has passed from the date the subject became unoccupied will only be considered where clear documentary evidence is provided.

· Subjects must have been occupied for a minimum period of six months prior to becoming unoccupied, for time limited unoccupied relief to be considered/awarded.

· The date a subject becomes unoccupied is the date from which time limited periods commence, not a date of changed liability or date items were removed.  This date is only be reset following a verified period of occupation of six months or more.

100% Relief awarded – without limit of time
100% relief will continue to be indefinitely awarded for unoccupied subjects in following situations:

	Empty subject which cannot be occupied by law - the owner of the lands and heritages are prohibited by law from occupying them or allowing them to be occupied
	100% relief while unoccupied

	Empty subject which is under a compulsory purchase order - the lands and heritages are kept vacant by reason of action taken by or on behalf of the Crown or any local or public authority with a view to prohibiting the occupation of the lands and heritages or to acquiring them
	100% relief while unoccupied




4. Subject Partly Unoccupied For A Short Time 
 
	When only part of a subject is unoccupied, the Chief Finance Officer may award relief if:
· The period of partial unoccupancy is at least 4 weeks.
· The unoccupied portion is at least 5% of the total rateable value or valued at a minimum of £5,000.
Duration/Extent of Relief
· Relief is capped at 6 months per year.
· The relief value is limited to £50,000 or 5% of the annual rate, whichever is higher.
· Applications for partial relief are accepted year-round but assessed only if there are no pending rateable value appeals.
This relief is not a direct cost to Falkirk Council but is funded by the national Non-Domestic Rates Pool, and would be subject to review should that funding change.


5. Implementation

Existing reliefs as of March 31, 2025, will adjust to this policy starting April 1, 2025. 

6. Review
The policy will be reviewed every 3 years, with any updates approved by the Executive.
